
Sixth Form Parents Evening
Tuesday 10  Februaryth

Bryntysilio Information Evening
Thursday 12  Februaryth

Academy Closes (Half Term)
Friday 13  February 2026th

Academy Opens
Monday 23rd February 2026 

Athens Information Evening
24  February 2026th

THE KEY

KEY DATES & EVENTS

As we move into our final week of this half
term, I would like to highlight all the positive
things that have been happening. Our new
build is coming along nicely, and 7 new maths
classrooms will be ready after the Easter
break. We will then be moving the Spanish
department into what was the Maths corridor
as the portacabins will be removed over the
Easter break too. I am very proud that one of
our Year 13 students, Leah Hulse has been
offered a place at Birmingham University to
read Medicine. This is a tremendous
achievement! Read more about this further
along in this newsletter.

Next week our Year 11 students begin their
final mock examination period, I hope that they
have been utilising intervention sessions and
have revision timetables for after school and
weekends to prepare for these. Breakfast will
be provided for all of them from 8:10am every
morning of the exam period. I hope you have a
restful weekend.

MESSAGE FROM OUR HEAD OF
ACADEMY
Written by Mrs L. Macey
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ATTENDANCE
Well done to all year groups who have
improved their attendance this term! 

Currently each Year Group are in competition
to improve their attendance by the end of
term. For the year group who improves the
most compared to the start of half term,
EVERY STUDENT will be invited to a rewards
event on the final day of term with prizes for
all. Currently Y11 are leading but every child
makes a difference!

Remember that the attendance team can be
contacted at PHA-Attendance@attrust.org.uk 

Further attendance information can be found
on our website: Attendance - Pool Hayes
Academy

Please click on the link below to view contact
details for our key academy staff.

KEY CONTACTS

Key Staff - Contact Details

Please click on the link below to view our latest
letters sent home.

LATEST LETTERS

Letters - Home Page

SPORTS UPDATE

Reminder that PE kit needs to be brought for
every lesson. 
After school clubs are back on
Tuesday - Football and Fitness
Wednesday - Basketball and Fitness
Thursday - Netball, Fitness and Badminton

Did you know you that it only takes 19 days off
in an academic year for your child to be
significantly impacted on their GCSE outcomes?
Each 19 days equates to a lost grade at GCSE.
How many days has your child missed? Support
for you and your child can be found on our
website: Attendance - Pool Hayes Academy and
from our attendance team and form tutors.
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POWER UP NOTIFICATIONS

A new Sparx Power Up will be available from:

Maths = Friday at 8am - Deadline
Wednesday at 9pm

Reader = Friday at 8am - Deadline
Thursday at 9pm

Science = Wednesday at 12pm - Deadline
Tuesday at 10pm

Click here to go to Sparx Learning

A new Seneca Power Up (all Key Stages) will
now be set every Monday.

Click here to go to Seneca 

Languagenut is set once a week.

Click here to go to Languagenut

STUDENT SUCCESSES

Our students have had a #PHAntastic week
and have earnt lots of positive points. As an
academy they have achieved 970187 positive
points! The year group with the most points
this week was Year 8 who managed to
achieve 8845 points. 11H2 are this week's
form leaders and together as a team they
racked up 1493! A massive congratulations to
our students!
 
Students have also been working hard to
complete their Sparx Power Ups. So far as a
school this year we have read for 2638 hours
and read 2383 different books! In Maths we
have answered 575932 questions! In Science
we have answered 222422 questions! On
Languagenut students have earned an
impressive 196600 points this month!

Congratulations! Amazing work and a great
effort from students!! This week's Power Ups
are available on Sparx now.

IMPORTANT REMINDER:

As part of our ‘Not Seen, Not Heard’ mobile
phone policy, any confiscated phones must
be collected by parents/carers after school
only. Please note, break and lunchtime
collections aren’t possible due to
safeguarding and staffing commitments.
We appreciate your understanding.

PARENT & CARER NEWSLETTER6th february 2026 Issue 51

https://sparx-learning.com/
https://app.senecalearning.com/login
https://app.senecalearning.com/login
https://www.languagenut.com/en-gb/?session=ondemand


We are incredibly proud to celebrate the success
of one of our Year 13 students, Leah Hulse, who
has been offered a place to study Medicine at the
University of Birmingham.

THE KEY
STUDENT SUCCESS

What inspired you to apply for a
degree in Medicine?
“When I was 13, my mum was diagnosed with
breast cancer. It was a really tough time, and I
began to feel powerless because I didn’t have the
knowledge or understanding of the disease to help
her in a way that was effective.
 She would often come home after her treatments
and talk about one doctor who supported her
throughout the whole process, making her feel as
though she would get through it. Seeing the way
she beamed when she spoke about him filled me
with a desire to be that hero for someone else - to
help others in the ways I wasn’t able to help her.”

What is one thing you will take
away from your time at PHA?

“Receiving my interview offers was such an
exciting feeling, pushing me one step closer to my
dream career. That’s when preparation really
began. I researched medical ethics, the values of
the National Health Service, and kept up to date
with medical news in the UK.  I also explored
university websites to understand their teaching
methods, research opportunities, and societies.
Birmingham was my first choice, so while I was
most anxious for that interview, I put a lot of time

 into understanding their values and relating both
my work and life experiences to medicine.
Although the interview itself was extremely nerve-
racking, the interviewers were friendly and
welcoming, which instantly put me at ease.”

Head of Academy message:
“I am very proud that one of our Year 13 students,
Leah Hulse, has been offered a place at
Birmingham University to read Medicine. This is a
tremendous achievement!”

What was the interview process like?

“I haven’t always had a passion for science. It was
something I struggled with in my early years, and I
often changed my mind about my future
aspirations. PHA made me feel that it’s okay not
to have all the answers straight away, and that it’s
important to follow what feels right.
 It wasn’t until GCSE science that my love for
human biology began to grow, which led me to
research careers where I could use this passion
alongside the practical learning I experienced at
PHA.”
What advice would you give to your
fellow students at PHA?
“You don’t know how capable you are until your
hard work opens doors you once only dreamed of.”
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OUR RECENT POSTS
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